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In an environment where the thrill of
competition mingles with the inviting
aroma of freshly brewed coffee, the
National Coffee Tasting Championship
takes center stage as part of Global
Food Week 2025 taking place at the AD-
NEC Centre Abu Dhabi. Sanctioned by
the Specialty Coffee Association (SCA),
this prestigious championship unites a
curated group of coffee enthusiasts and
experts skilled in the art of brewing and
tasting.

The championship is a premier event in
the coffee world, assessing participants’
skills in flavor discernment and coffee
identification. Featuring 48 competitors,
it includes multiple rounds judged by a

specialized jury. Each round presents
eight groups of three cups, showcasing
16 international coffee varieties.
Competitors must rely solely on their
taste, without technical equipment, to
identify the nuances of each coffee. As
the competition progresses, the challenges
become more complex, culminating in a
final round where the winner can repre-
sent the UAE at the World Coffee Tasting
Championship next year.

The tasting area attracts a significant
crowd of visitors who engage closely with
the competition while enjoying coffee that
is both roasted and brewed using modern
techniques. Amid the clinking of spoons
and the ticking of timers, the event trans-

forms into an artistic showcase for the
senses, skillfully blending precision,
emotion, and knowledge to reveal a
captivating world of creativity cen-
tered around coffee.

The championship, along with the
many other activities at Global Food
Week, serves as a platform for sharing
experiences and expertise among in-
dustry professionals, including roast-
ers, farmers, suppliers, and coffee
machine manufacturers. It not only
celebrates taste but also embodies
coffee culture as a bridge between
innovation and identity, as well as
between profession and passion.
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Lebanese Pavilion

Food Products from Natur's Bounty

The Lebanese Pavilion is a highlight of
Global Food Week (GFW), which is taking
place at ADNEC Centre Abu under the
theme “From Farm to Fork.” A number of
Lebanese companies are proudly show-
casing their products across 12 distinct
booths, highlighting the richness of Leb-
anese cuisine and the diversity of its ag-
ricultural and culinary traditions.

The pavilion features raw materials
sourced from Lebanese farms, alongside
a wide array of traditional and innova-
tive food products that cater to modern
tastes.

Ready-Made Blends and Natural Items
The Sollers Pavilion showcases a range
of Lebanese products, including natural
baked goods, ready-made meals, and
snacks made from locally sourced ingre-
dients. Each product is designed to meet
rigorous international food standards,
and their growing popularity is evident
with wide availability in 13 countries, in-
cluding a strong presence in the UAE.
The Gardenia Grand d’Or stand offers an
array of canned Lebanese spices, pick-
les and ready-made mixes for tradition-
al dishes like falafel and sahlab. As the
company looks to expand internationally,
its focus remains on strengthening con-
nections with Lebanese and Arab com-
munities in the UAE and beyond.

Diverse Products with Authentic Leba-
nese Flavors

The Bio Garden stand showcases a range
of natural agricultural products, including
mountain tomato sauce, olive oil, rose-
mary oil, flaxseed oil, orange blossom wa-
ter, rose water and thyme. The stand also
offers several types of butter made from
all-natural ingredients.

Meanwhile, Chtaura brings a taste of
home to the UAE with its extensive range
of canned protein items, such as fava
beans and hummus with tahini, as well as
pickles, halva and the beloved pomegran-
ate molasses. Their ready-made Lebanese
dishes, like stuffed grape leaves, ensure
that a piece of Lebanon’s culinary heritage
is always close at hand, catering to the
diverse tastes of consumers in the region.

New Innovations from Delta Group

The Lebanese Pavilion is a collaborative
space that brings together several lead-
ing manufacturers, including Delta Group.
Known for their innovative approach, the
group offers products like powdered
beetroot and basil pesto hummus, which
are quick and easy to prepare with just
water and tahini. Delta Group’s range of
mixes for classic dishes like mujaddara
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and mudardara is perfect for busy con-
sumers and expatriates seeking authentic
Lebanese cuisine away from home.

Overall, the Lebanese Pavilion is a testa-
ment to the nation’s enduring food and
agricultural identity, exemplifying a suc-
cessful blend of authenticity and moder-
nity. By showcasing products that blend
quality and heritage, the pavilion reaf-
firms the presence of Lebanese industries
in regional and international markets,
while showcasing products that harmo-
nise quality with a rich cultural heritage.
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Morocco’s pavilion at the Global Food
Week (GFW) 2025 captivates visitors
with its unique design and diverse ex-
hibits. Under the Ministry of Agricul-
ture’s supervision and organized by
the Agricultural Development Agency,
Morocco's participation aligns with the
“Green Generation” strategy, which
aims to advance its agricultural sector
and enhance its international market
presence.

The Moroccan pavilion showcases
products from various regions, high-
lighting the country’s agricultural her-
itage. It aims to attract potential inves-
tors and features traditional costumes,
authentic Moroccan cuisine, and artis-
tic performances that celebrate Moroc-
co’s cultural diversity.

Bridge for Cooperation

The pavilion organizers aim to boost
confidence among the Emirati market
and international companies in Moroc-
co’s agricultural and food sectors by
leveraging the Moroccan delegation’s
expertise. It also provided a platform
for connecting with key investors and
exploring collaborative opportunities,
strengthening trade between Morocco
and the UAE.
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African and Arab Leadership
Morocco's participation in the exhi-
bition highlights its important role in
the food and agricultural sectors in
Africa and the Arab world. Since the
Agricultural Development Agency was
established in 2011, the Kingdom has
focused on promoting local products
and improving quality through five key
strategies: qualifying cooperatives,
developing logistics and commercial
platforms, facilitating market access,
supporting producer initiatives, and
launching campaigns to promote Mo-
roccan products.

Fashion and Products
The pavilion showcased a
rich array of traditional Moroccan
clothing, including caftans, djellabas,
and robes from tribal and Bedouin cul-
tures, reflecting the diversity and depth
of Moroccan identity. On display were
distinctive products such as spices,
vegetable oils, olive oil, aromatic and
medicinal plants, couscous, rose per-
fume, dates, saffron, argan oil, and
honey.

Resounding Success

Moroccan participation was a signif-
icant success, as evidenced by the
large turnout of visitors who praised
the products and the accompanying
events. These included cooking work-
shops and cultural performances that
beautifully showcased the spirit of Mo-
rocco and its rich heritage.

The Kizad Group pavilion stands as one of
the largest attractions at the Global Food
Week (GFW), taking place until October
23 at the ADNEC Centre Abu Dhabi. This
event is held under the patronage of His
Highness Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Vice President of the UAE, Dep-
uty Prime Minister, Chairman of the Pres-
idential Court, and Chairman of the Board
of Directors of the Abu Dhabi Agriculture
and Food Safety Authority (ADAFSA).

Representing the Abu Dhabi Ports Group,
KIZAD showcases its mission through im-
pactful slogans in both Arabic and En-
glish, such as “Your Gateway to a Pros-
perous Future and Sustainable Growth”
and “From the First Mile to Global Mar-
kets.”

An Integrated Sector

Kizad reflects this year’s theme, “From
Farm to Fork.” As a key part of the Abu
Dhabi Ports Group, which includes sever-
al companies and sectors, Kizad is among
the largest economic and industrial zones
worldwide, focusing on the food and ag-
ricultural industries. At the exhibition,
Kizad highlights its plastic and packaging
solutions for horizontal farms. The Abu
Dhabi Ports Group facilitates the export
and import of these goods, showcasing
operations that encompass refrigerated
and controlled storage as well as delivery
from warehouses to shopping malls and
supermarket shelves.

Attracting Investors
Kizad actively showcases the diverse na-
ture of its factories, which include
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those specializing in meat, food, agricul-
ture, and dairy, aiming to attract addition-
al products and manufacturing facilities
to its economic zones. As a part of the
Abu Dhabi Ports Group, Kizad is linked
to Abu Dhabi Ports and encompasses
thirty ports located in various countries
worldwide.

To attract investors, Kizad provides a
comprehensive array of services, includ-
ing infrastructure, land, cold storage, lo-
gistics, and facilities for the food industry,
all with a primary focus on the Emirate of
Abu Dhabi.

During the GFW, Kizad highlights its infra-
structure, services, and solutions to draw
in potential investors. The showcase
features captivating holograms and
products from various facto-
ries, including those of Al
Ghurair Group, Al
Rawabi, and

other prominent Middle Eastern compa-
nies operating in Abu Dhabi.

Kizad actively seeks to attract investors
to its existing factories by forging numer-
ous commercial agreements with various
entities. On the opening day alone, two
deals were finalized, and by the second
day, several investors secured large plots
of land for food manufacturing. These en-
gagements are characteristic of Kizad’s
objectives at such exhibitions and align
with the government’s emphasis on food
security in Abu Dhabi.

This initiative is further strengthened by
extensive support programs developed in
partnership with various organizations,
notably the Abu Dhabi Investment Office.
Investors enjoy favorable land pricing and
discounts on utilities, including water,
electricity, and gas, which contribute to
a compelling investment landscape in
Abu Dhabi. This approach underscores
Abu Dhabi’'s commitment to enhancing
the entire value chain across a range
of industries, including food pro-
duction, from farm to shelf.
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The second edition of Global Food Week
continues to shine a spotlight on innova-
tive solutions that enhance food securi-
ty. Organised by ADNEC Group in part-
nership with the Abu Dhabi Agriculture
and Food Safety Authority (ADAFSA) and
the Abu Dhabi Investment Office (ADIO),
this prominent event reaffirms the UAE’s
commitment to developing a sustainable
food system. One of the most promising
solutions in support of local and global
food production is the Protein Alterna-
tives (PALT) Initiative, launched by the
AgriFood Growth & Water Abundance
(AGWA) cluster at the Abu Dhabi Invest-
ment Office.

Held under the patronage of His High-
ness Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahy-
an, Vice President of the UAE, Deputy
Prime Minister, Chairman of the Presi-
dential Court, and Chairman of the Board
of Directors of the Abu Dhabi Agriculture
and Food Safety Authority (ADAFSA),
the Protein Alternative PALT initiative is
bringing together leaders exhibitors and
industry experts to showcase the latest
advancements in this unique field.

At PALT, leading panel discussions were
exploring this emerging topic, with the
opening panel discussion at PALT, titled
“Diversify to De-Risk: The UAE’s Food
Agenda,” brought together prominent
voices in food security and innovation to
discuss the UAE’s evolving approach to
building a resilient and sustainable food
system. The session featured Sheikh Dr.
Majid Sultan Al Qassimi, CEO, Soma Ma-
ter, Josef Schmidhuber, Deputy Direc-
tor Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nation, Dr. Arif Kalantar,
DG Advisor at ADAFSA, and Dr. Shamal
Mohammed, CEO of Innovation Oasis,
each offering unique perspectives on
the challenges and opportunities facing
the UAE.

During the panel, Sheikh Dr. Majid Sultan
Al Qassimi outlined the UAE's refreshed
food sustainability strategy, which is
part of the broader National Food Secu-
rity Strategy 2051. This strategy aims to
position the UAE among the top coun-
tries in global food security by leveraging
modern technologies and boosting local
production. Sheikh Majid emphasised
the critical role of technology in every
aspect of the food system, from produc-
tion to distribution, and highlighted the
importance of creating an enabling en-
vironment that brings together all stake-
holders, government, private sector, and
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communities, to build a food system re-
silient to shocks and disruptions. He also
underscored the UAE's commitment to
supporting alternative protein solutions,
particularly from the plant sector, as a
means to diversify food sources and re-
duce environmental impact.

Josef Schmidhuber brought an interna-
tional lens to the discussion, noting that
food security strategies must be tailored
to each country’s unique circumstanc-
es. He referenced global best practic-
es, such as Singapore’s investment in
advanced farming techniques and the
Netherlands’” model of combining re-
search, innovation, and strategic imports
and exports to achieve food security.
Schmidhuber stressed that food secu-
rity is closely linked to national security,
as reflected in the UAE’s 2030 strategy,
and that the UAE can learn from other
nations that have successfully diversi-
fied their food systems.

Dr. Shamal Mohammed focused on the
importance of strengthening local food
production and infrastructure. He de-
scribed efforts to set up advanced agri-
cultural facilities in Al Ain and the value
of working with both local and interna-
tional partners to find cost-effective,
efficient, and sustainable solutions. Dr.
Shamal emphasised that the UAE does
not need to produce everything domes-
tically but should leverage partnerships
and innovation to address its unique
environmental challenges. Research
and development are central to this ap-
proach, enabling the UAE to adapt and
thrive despite its arid climate and limited
natural resources.

Dr. Arif Kalantar addressed the role of
innovation across the food value chain,
from operations and sales to invest-
ment. He highlighted the need for tar-
geted investment in protein alternatives
and the importance of learning from
past initiatives to understand why some
efforts have not succeeded. Dr. Arif iden-
tified three pillars for scaling up alterna-
tive protein solutions: health, consumer
behaviour, and market reception. He
stressed that a resilient market founda-
tion is essential before large-scale ex-
pansion can occur, and that understand-
ing the local context is key to successful
innovation.

Alongside the panel discussions with-
in PALT, exhibitors were showcasing
products from the three types of pro-
tein alternatives, including plant based,

Dr. Marcel Wubbolts
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< Wiyici

Magi E-Richani

f Exed

fermented and cultivated proteins, pro-
viding sustainable and eco-friendly solu-
tions to enhance food security. Switch
Foods stood out by offering samples and
sharing insightful information about their
plant-based meat products, produced
locally within the UAE. As a trailblazer
in the MENA region, Switch Foods is not
only producing high-quality plant-based
meats but also championing a healthier
dietary alternative aimed at creating a
more sustainable and environmentally
friendly future for our planet.
Additionally, Believer Meats, a global
leader in the cultivated meat industry,
showcased its cultivated protein ap-
proach to producing meat directly from
animal cells. By utilising advanced cell
cultivation technology, Believer Meats is
able to create safe, nutritious, and sus-
tainable meat products without the need
for traditional animal farming, with their
methods highlighting the potential for
cultivated meat to transform food sys-
tems and contribute to a healthier planet.
Global Food Week will continue until
October 23, providing a comprehensive
platform, showcasing the latest innova-
tions in the food industry. It serves as a
unique opportunity to explore how mod-
ern science, technology, and changing
consumer behaviours are reshaping the
food ecosystem, from production to con-
sumption.




Khalifa Fund

Encourages Innovation and Entrepreneurship

The Khalifa Fund for Enterprise Develop-
ment is participating in the Abu Dhabi
International Food Exhibition 2025, tak-
ing place as part of Global Food Week
(GFW) 2025, showcasing ten innovative
Emirati projects that reflect the country’s
commitment to sustainability in the food
sector and global development.

This year, the Fund highlights Emirati
companies offering unique solutions in
food and beverages, food preparation,
and hospitality services, aligning with its
mission to support entrepreneurship and
empower small and medium enterprises
in the UAE.

Her Excellency Mouza Obaid Al Nasri,
CEO of the Khalifa Fund for Enterprise
Development, said: “The Khalifa Fund’s
participation in the Abu Dhabi Interna-
tional Food Exhibition 2025 highlights its
commitment to supporting Emirati start-
ups and small to medium enterprises in
the food sector. By connecting them to
markets and opportunities for growth,
we aim to showcase innovative projects
in smart agriculture, sustainable pack-
aging, and food services. This initiative
will strengthen the national food security
system and boost the presence of local
products in regional and global markets.
Many startups are participating under the
Fund’s umbrella, benefiting from the sup-
port, funding, and mentoring programs it
offers. This initiative fosters a culture of
self-employment and entrepreneurship
among Emirati youth, encouraging them
to establish their own projects.

East Gate Factory

East Gate Factory is a
leader in the bakery
equipment sector,
using technical
expertise to
meet local
and regio
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nal market needs. Shatha Bassam from
Public Relations noted that participating
in the exhibition helps expand the cus-
tomer base and showcase achievements.
This initiative is supported by the Khali-
fa Fund, which has been vital for growth
and encourages young people to pursue
self-employment.

Exotic Colours

Exotic Colours aims to transform the
landscape of luxury confectionery and
retail by offering products that blend
authenticity with innovation.
Mohammed Al-Maisari, the company’s
owner, shares that his venture started
with a single production line and has
since evolved into more than 30 diverse
brands. He emphasizes that the logisti-
cal and advisory support from the Khalifa
Fund has been instrumental in enabling
the company to expand and attract es-
teemed international brands to the Mid-
dle Eastern markets.

Za Box
Za Box is participating in the event, with
Zahra Mohammed, a partner at the com-
pany, highlighting the Fund’s support for
their innovative projects. They produce
“Creavers,” a healthy product certified for
all ages, featuring variations of hazelnut
butter and a hazelnut-cocoa mix. She not-
ed that Global Food Week is an excellent
opportunity to network and promote their
product in new markets. This showcases
the importance of Emirati SMEs glob-
ally and the Khalifa Fund'’s role in
empowering young entrepre-
neurs, fostering innova-
tion in the food sector,
/ and enhancing the
UAE’s position
as a regional
entrepre
neurship
hub

Discover the Science Shaping a Sustainable Future at New York University Abu Dhabi, the Center for Genomics and
Systems Biology

At New York University Abu Dhabi, the Center for Genomics and Systems Biology (CGSB) leads life science research
in the UAE, driving discoveries in genomics and systems biology for over a decade. Through world-class facilities and
global collaborations, CGSB unites scientists across disciplines to address pressing environmental and health challenges,
focusing on two key programs: Environmental Adaptation & Sustainability and Biomedicine & Health. Here, we highlight
CGSB's groundbreaking research on environmental adaptation and sustainability—revealing how life survives and thrives
in extreme environments. By combining evolutionary biology, genomics, and biotechnology, these projects advance
ecosystem protection, sustainable agriculture, and climate resilience.

Understanding the Date Palm Genome

Through advanced genome sequencing, researchers have unlocked the genetic diversity of the UAE’'s most iconic crop.
Their discoveries—ranging from fruit color genetics to ancient DNA analysis—are helping strengthen food security and
modern breeding for climate-resilient agriculture.

Adapting to Change: Invasive Species and Environmental Resilience

By decoding the genomes of invasive species such as the red palm weevil and mesquite tree, scientists are revealing how
these organisms adapt to harsh desert conditions. This work guides regional strategies for ecosystem protection and pest
control.

Plant Immunity and Pathogen Resistance

By exploring how wild plants evolve defenses against pathogens, researchers are uncovering the genetic blueprints of
natural disease resistance. These findings inform the development of crops better equipped to withstand climate-driven
pest and pathogen pressures.

Surviving the Extremes: Drought and Salinity

Combining biology and bioengineering, CGSB scientists are developing innovative microfluidic tools to study how mangroves
and crops survive intense heat, salinity, and water scarcity—paving the way for future generations of climate-smart crops.
Genetic Innovation for Pest

Management

A parallel initiative uses CRISPR genome editing to disrupt weevil reproduction by creating sterile or masculinized females.
This approach offers a precise, environmentally safe, and long-term genetic solution to one of the region’'s most damaging
agricultural pests.

Explore More
To learn more about these projects and upcoming events, scan the QR code.
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Largest Edition of GFW Ever

Global Food Week (GFW) was inaugurated under the patronage of His
Highness Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Vice President of the
UAE, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of the Presidential Court, and
Chairman of the Abu Dhabi Agriculture and Food Safety Authority (ADAF-
SA). This edition stands out as the largest to date in terms of scale and
the number of participating countries and companies. The event high-
lights Abu Dhabi’s status as a prominent global hub for food innovation,
uniting esteemed decision-makers and experts at the ADNEC Centre
Abu Dhabi to discuss the future of sustainable food.

ADNEC Group, along with its subsidiaries, played a crucial role in con-
structing and outfitting the exhibition halls and platforms to meet the
highest international standards, hosting over 2,000 companies and
brands from 75 countries worldwide.

In recent months, teams have been working diligently to deliver the larg-
est and most diverse edition yet, with a 15% expansion to over 33,000
square meters. This international event highlights Abu Dhabi’'s commit-
ment to advancing food security, innovation, and sustainable investment.
Capital Events, the event management division of ADNEC Group, is over-
seeing the design and execution of Global Food Week in collaboration
with government and private sector partners. Our expert teams are fo-
cused on strategic planning, creative design, and technical implemen-
tation for exhibition platforms featuring elite international companies
and national industry leaders.

At ADNEC Group, we take pride in creating an environment that fosters
partnerships and attracts investment, promoting innovation and en-
hancing the competitiveness of national industries through sustainable
practices. We believe this year’s edition will be a remarkable global event,
highlighting innovation, collaboration, and growth opportunities.
ADNEC Group and ADNEC Abu Dhabi Centre play a key role in Global
Food Week, demonstrating their commitment to excellence and sus-
tainability. The center offers state-of-the-art facilities with the latest
technologies, ensuring a seamless experience for exhibitors and visitors
while meeting high international exhibition standards.

The group leverages its extensive experience in organizing major events
by employing specialized teams that address various operational and
marketing aspects. Collaborating with both local and international part-
ners, they ensure the efficient execution of events.

The center is committed to sustainability, implementing advanced en-
vironmental practices like clean energy, recycling, and smart energy
management. This enhances its role as an innovative platform for sus-
tainable agriculture and food.

By organising this global event, ADNEC Group helps position Abu Dhabi
as a hub for dialogue on food security, fostering partnerships among
governments, businesses, farmers, and innovators to build a more re-
silient food system.

Globalfoodweek.ae
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From camel milk cheese to
date seed tea, Khalifa University is
turning UAE's local bounty into
sustainable food solutions, driving
the UAE's next wave of Agri-tech
innovation.
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development. This year’s edition will in-
troduce several regional firsts, including
the launch of the Alternative Proteins
Pavilion, the AgriTech Forum, and the
Agricultural Investment Forum.

H.E. Badr Salim Sultan Al-Olama, Di-
rector General of the Abu Dhabi Invest-
ment Office, said: “Abu Dhabi Global
Food Week reflects the Emirate’s for-
ward-looking vision to build a diversified
and sustainable economy, while rein-
forcing its efforts to enhance quality of
life and achieve the objectives of the
National Food Security Strategy 2051.

FOOD WEEK 20 & q_mJLQ_H ;IA&J. It also supports global efforts to
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collaboration
to address the
growing challenges
facing global food supply
chains.”

He added: “ADAFSA attaches great
importance to engaging farmers through
interactive platforms such as the Farm-
ers’ Majlis, which allows them to show-
case their products, exchange knowl-
edge, and build direct relationships with
investors and government entities. The
Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Agricultural
Excellence Award also highlights local
success stories and encourages inno-
vation across the agricultural sector.
Farmers’ participation underscores their
key role in achieving food security while
opening new avenues for development,
capacity building, and investment.”

He also stressed the vital role of the pri-
vate sector as a strategic partner in driv-
ing agricultural innovation, promoting
smart investments, and enhancing pub
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lic-private collaboration. He affirmed
that Abu Dhabi continues to lead in
adopting modern technologies that sup-
port the transformation of food systems
towards sustainability and resilience.
H.E. Humaid Matar Al Dhaheri, Manag-
ing Director and Group CEO of ADNEC
Group, said: “Global Food Week marks
a key milestone in ADNEC Group’s ef-
forts to position Abu Dhabi as a global
hub for agricultural and food innovation.
The event has become an international
platform bringing together leading ex-
perts, innovators, and decision-makers
to discuss urgent challenges and explore
practical solutions for building more sus-
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strengthen food and water securi-
ty. Through the AgriFood Growth
and Water Abundance (AGWA)

ment Office (ADIO) is driving
this vision forward with in-
itiatives that encourage
innovation and deliver
practical solutions that
enhance food security
and climate resil-
ience. As the first

‘ of its kind in the
> L region, the Pro-

tainable and adaptable food systems.”
He added that this year’s edition in-
cludes several new regional initiatives,
including the Alternative Proteins Plat-
form, the AgriTech Forum, and the Ag-
ricultural Investment Forum, alongside a
series of specialised events that promote
global dialogue on the future of food and
strengthen international cooperation.
He noted that the second edition fea-
tures a diverse programme of high-im-
pact events, reflecting ADNEC’s com-
mitment to supporting global dialogue
on the future of food and enabling Abu
Dhabi to make tangible contributions
to global food security and sustainable
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tein Alternatives (PALT) event exempli-
fies this ambition. The event provides a
dynamic platform that connects inves-
tors and innovators to help shape more
efficient and sustainable food systems,
reinforcing Abu Dhabi’s position as a
global center for innovation and invest-
ment in the food sector.”

H.E. Dr Abdelwahab Zayed Al-Bukhari,
Secretary-General of the Khalifa Inter-
national Award for Date Palm and Agri-
cultural Innovation, said: “The Abu Dhabi
Date Palm Exhibition has established
itself as a vital platform for advancing
the date palm and dates sector region-
ally and globally. Each year, we witness
growing participation and deeper col-
laboration among farmers, producers,
and researchers. Beyond preserving the
UAE’s agricultural heritage, we seek to
foster innovation and sustainability in
one of the world’s most resilient crops.
He added: “The exhibition serves as a
regional gateway for marketing and ex-
porting dates, connecting international
buyers with local producers and facili-
tating long-term supply agreements. It
also opens new horizons for value-added

date products and empowers entrepre-
neurs in e-commerce, packaging, and
marketing—enhancing the global com-
petitiveness and socio-economic im-
pact of Emirati dates.”

Building on the success of the first
edition—which attracted over 34,000
visitors, featured 1,900 brands, and
generated AED 6.2 billion in business
deals—the 2025 edition returns with
greater scale and momentum. The event
features extensive participation from
key sectors within the food ecosystem
and a diverse programme of specialised
platforms and exhibitions reflecting the
UAE’s strategic vision for food security
and agricultural innovation. Highlights
include the 4th Abu Dhabi International
Food Exhibition (ADIFE), reinforcing Abu
Dhabi’s global role in advancing the food
and beverage industry through sustain-
able solutions and cutting-edge tech-
nologies, and the 11th Abu Dhabi Date
Palm Exhibition, the region’s largest
dedicated event for the date sector.
Also featured are the AgriTech Forum,
the region’s first platform for agri-
food startups, and the debut
of the Alternative Proteins
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Pavilion, presenting innovative solutions
for future food production such as lab-
grown meat. The Agricultural Investment
Forum will bring together government
entities, private sector players, and in-
vestors to explore strategic investment
opportunities and enhance the competi-
tiveness of the agricultural sector.
Global Food Week 2025 is expected to
attract a distinguished line-up of global
industry leaders across agriculture and
food sectors, making it a landmark event
shaping the future of food systems
worldwide.




Under the Patronage of

Mansour bin Zayed

GFW 2025 Kicks Off in Abu Dhabi
with Participation from 75 Countries

Under the patronage of H.H. Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Vice Pres-
ident, Deputy Prime Minister, Chairman of the Presidential Court, and Chair-
man of the Abu Dhabi Agriculture and Food Safety Authority (ADAFSA), H.H.
Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Vice Chairman of the
Presidential Court for Special Affairs, today witnessed the inauguration of

the second edition of Global Food Week 2025 at the Abu Dhabi National Exhi-
bition Centre (ADNEC). The event will run until 23 October 2025.

The opening ceremony was attended by
H.E. Dr Amna bint Abdullah Al Dahak,
Minister of Climate Change and Envi-
ronment, His Excellency Dr Abdullah
Humaid Al Jarwan, Chairman of the De-
partment of Energy - Abu Dhabi, along-
side a number of sheikhs, senior officials,
ambassadors, international experts, and
representatives of regional and interna-
tional organisations supporting food se-
curity initiatives.

Following the inauguration, Sheikh
Hamdan toured the exhibition halls, ac-
companied by officials, ambassadors,
and other dignitaries. The tour included
stops at several pavilions showcasing
innovative contributions to the food in-
dustry.

This year’s edition has witnessed sig-
nificant growth in both participation
and diversity, underscoring Global Food
Week’s growing prominence as a leading
international platform for sustainable
food and agriculture. The exhibition area
expanded by 15% to 33,542 square me-
tres, while the number of participating
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companies and brands increased by 9%
to reach 2,070.

The event has attracted participants
from 75 countries, including 18 new
countries joining for the first time, re-
flecting its expanding global reach. Emi-
rati participation is notably strong, with
1,055 national companies and brands,
representing 51% of all participants, un-
derscoring the growing role of the na-
tional sector in driving food innovation.
A total of 543 companies and brands are
participating for the first time, further
demonstrating the event’s growing ap-
peal as a key platform for start-ups and
innovators from around the world.
Global Food Week brings together
leading experts, innovators, and deci-
sion-makers to address pressing chal-
lenges in food security, agriculture, and
sustainability—reinforcing Abu Dhabi’s
role as a global centre for dialogue on
building sustainable food systems.
H.E. Dr Amna bint Abdullah Al Dahak,
Minister of Climate Change and Environ-
ment, affirmed that the

launch of Global
Food Week in
Abu Dhabi
reinforces the UAE’s
position as a leading
global platform where
minds, policies, and
investments converge to ‘
shape a more sustainable 4
and resilient food future for all.

In her remarks at the opening
of the Global Food Dialogues,
Her Excellency stated: “Hosting
Global Food Week under the patro-
nage of His Highness Sheikh Mansou “
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Vice President
of the UAE, Deputy Prime Minister, and
Chairman of the Presidential Court, re-
flects our leadership’s vision of placing
sustainable food security at the heart
of our national and global agendas. At
a time when the world is facing over-
lapping climate and food challenges,
the application of agricultural and food
practices has become an imperative in
order to increase food production to be
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sive water management strategy built
around three core pillars: supply secu-
rity, usage efficiency, and economic

wmmm) viability. This strategy is being

.. implemented in close coordi-
>, nation with the Abu Dhabi

able to meet the  «

increasing demand
globally, and to face and
adapt to the effects of climate
change. Hence, the UAE’s pivotal
role in enhancing global food security is
highlighted through many leading glob-
al partnerships and initiatives, which en-
hances the country’s role in shaping the
future of food systems and transforming
them to be more resilient, which is at
the core of our global and local commit-
ment.”

She added: “What sets this edition apart
is its translation of that vision into tan-
gible reality. We do not speak of sustain-
ability as a slogan, but as a continuous
practice powered by innovation and
modern technology. This is reflected in

-

-

. Agriculture and Food
°, Safety Authority to
ensure integrated
planning across
\ the energy, wa-
ter, and food
sectors.”
Speaking at
the open-
ing of the
Global Food
Talks, His
Excellency
added: “The
Department
of Energy is
| committed
. to acceler-
ating the
y transition
B to smart
agriculture
through
initiatives,
bile desa -

targeted
including mo-
nation units, modern - irrigation

networks that reduce waste and
enhance efficiency, and water reuse sys-
tems that treat and redirect water intel-
ligently to the agricultural sector. We are
also supporting model farms powered
by solar energy and equipped with ad-
vanced technologies to improve
crop quality and boost -

this year's new features, including the
AgriTech Forum, the inaugural Agricul-
tural Investment Forum, and a series of
food exhibitions. We believe this trans-

productivity.”
He continued: “At the
heart of this
ecosystem is

formation is a shared responsibility,
which is why Global Food Week brings
together public and private sectors un-
der one roof, hosts hundreds of interna-
tional buyers, and celebrates the efforts
of our local farmers—whom we continue
to support in strengthening sustainable
national food security. The integration of
technological innovation, private sector
strength, and community and youth
engagement is our model for building

a sustainable food system—one that
actively contributes to a food-secure
future and ensures prosperity for
generations to come.”

H.E. Dr Abdullah Humaid Al Jarwan, |
Chairman of the Abu Dhabi Depart-
ment of Energy, affirmed: “Food |
security cannot be separated from
water and energy security—they
form an interconnected and inte-
grated system that requires unified
governance and holistic planning.
In this context, the Department of |
Energy has launched a comprehen-
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the AD.WE platform, developed by the
Department of Energy. It uses artificial
intelligence to analyse agricultural data
and deliver tailored recommendations
for each farm. The platform has already
demonstrated its effectiveness, achiev-
ing water savings of up to 10%, with full
irrigation automation possible when in-
tegrated with smart valves.”

His Excellency emphasised that these
solutions form a cornerstone of digital
transformation in the agricultural sec-
tor and contribute to strengthening and
sustaining national food security. He
underscored the importance of unifying
efforts to scale data-driven and Al-ena-
bled solutions in energy and water man-
agement, doubling water-use efficiency
in agriculture through smart irrigation
and reuse technologies, and stimulating
investment in clean technologies and
renewable energy projects that support
food security.

H.E. Dr Tarig Ahmed Al Amri, Acting Di-
rector-General of ADAFSA, said: “Global
Food Week represents a strategic mile-
stone in consolidating Abu Dhabi’s po-
sition as an international hub for inno-
vation in agriculture and food security. It
embodies the UAE’s firm commitment
to advancing sustainable food
systems and fostering in-

ternational
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Solutions are produced in the UAE

On the second day of the Global Food Week, Abu Dhabi continues to exemplify its role as the capital of sustain-
able food and a global hub where innovative ideas and aspirations converge to forge a secure future for both
people and the planet. Under the esteemed patronage His Highness Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Vice
President of the UAE, Deputy Prime Minister, Chairman of the Presidential Court, and Chairman of the Abu Dha-
bi Agriculture and Food Safety Authority (ADAFSA), the week’s activities unfold in a spirit of collaboration and
integration, further reinforcing the UAE’s vision of prioritizing food security as a central focus of development
and sustainability.

On the second day of global food discussions at the ADNEC Centre Abu Dhabi, a diverse group of decision-mak-
ers and experts from over 75 countries aim to create food systems that tackle climate change and population
growth while ensuring fair resource distribution. Opportunities for collaboration are emerging, focusing on
smart agriculture, innovative production technologies, and the integration of energy, water, and food sectors.
The second day highlights major events such as the AgrTech Forum and the Agricultural Investment Forum,
both showcasing the UAE’s dedication to agricultural innovation. The region’s Protein Alternatives initiative also
continues, underlining the country’s focus on next-generation food solutions. Additionally, the Farmers Council
and the Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Award for Agricultural Excellence honor local contributors for their efforts
in advancing food security and sustainable agriculture.

Abu Dhabi is emerging as a global hub for dialogue and action, transforming innovative ideas into initiatives that
advance the Sustainable Development Goals. This event unites leaders, farmers, scientists, and investors under
the inspiring theme: People First, Food for Life.

Abu Dhabi conveys a message of hope: sustainability is essential, and the UAE is confidently pursuing a pros-

perous future.
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Global Food Week 2025

events and platforms attract huge crowds
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