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Qitaf is ADID's integrated agri-food
platform, bringing together
agricultural production, agritech,
food processing, distribution and
logistics. Through strategic
investments and partnerships, the
platform aims to develop more
efficient and resilient food systems
while supporting food security in the
UAE and the wider region.
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Shop at the Show

A New Way to Discover, Experience and Shop

Global Food Week 2026 introduces a new experience this year
through “Shop at the Show,” which expands the event by adding,
for the first time, a direct-to-consumer B2C dimension alongside
its established B2B focus on business, trade, and investment. With
this new approach, visitors become more than observers of prod-
ucts and innovations; they become part of a more interactive ex-
perience where discovery, engagement, and direct purchasing

come together in one place.

The “Shop at the Show” experience spans Hall 10 and ICC Halls 1
and 2, covering a range of sectors that reflect the diversity of the
food ecosystem, from dates, beverages, and honey to SMEs, local
food and beverage products, and farmers. This gives visitors the
opportunity to discover a wide selection of products in one des-
tination while learning more about their origins, stories, and the
brands behind them.

The value of the experience extends beyond direct sales. It cre-
ates a new point of contact between brands and consumers,
enabling exhibitors to meet their audiences face-to-face, un-

derstand their interests and preferences, and receive immediate

feedback on their products. This direct engagement can help
companies better understand the market, strengthen brand vis-
ibility, and identify new opportunities for growth.

The model is particularly valuable for SMEs and local producers,
offering greater exposure to a wider audience and the opportu-
nity to build stronger brand recognition. For farmers, it also pro-
vides an additional avenue to showcase locally produced goods

and introduce visitors to their quality, origin and value.

For visitors, the experience adds a dynamic dimension to the exhi-
bition. Rather than simply walking through displays, they can dis-
cover products, speak directly with producers and brands, learn

more about what they offer, and make purchases on the spot.

Through “Shop at the Show”, Global Food Week 2026 broadens
the meaning of participation by bringing buyers, investors, exhib-

itors, and consumers together under one roof. From business dis-

cussions in meeting rooms to products reaching visitors directly,

the experience creates stronger connections among commerce

and the market, brands and their audiences, and ultimately,

products and consumers.
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Farmers Maijlis

Farmers Market
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Meetings to Partnerships
Hosted Buyers Programme

The Hosted Buyers Programme returns as
part of Global Food Week 2026, continu-
ing its role as one of the event’s key plat-
forms for direct business engagement be-
tween exhibitors and international buyers.
Designed to move participation beyond
product display, the programme creates
focused meetings that can lead to part-
nerships, agreements and opportunities

for expansion into new markets.

The programme hosts representatives
from international companies and quali-
fied, pre-screened buyers selected based
on their interests and purchasing needs.
They are matched directly with partici-
pating suppliers and exhibitors, creating
a more targeted environment than tradi-
tional networking on the exhibition floor.
Exhibitors can present their products and

solutions to buyers actively seeking sourc-

Globalfoodweek.ae

ing, distribution or partnership opportuni-
ties relevant to their markets.

The programme builds on an established
model that brings decision-makers to-
gether. In 2025, it connected executives,
buyers, and suppliers across sectors in-
cluding food and beverage, agriculture,
logistics, import and export, and other ar-
eas linked to the wider food supply chain.
Dedicated meeting spaces enabled more
focused discussions on cooperation, mar-
ket expansion, distribution, and buyer re-
quirements, away from the pace of the

main exhibition halls.

The 2026 edition aims to build on the mo-
mentum of the successful 2025 edition,
which saw 58 agreements valued at AED
6.6 billion. The figure reflects the commercial

potential of direct meetings and the impor-

tance of creating structured opportunities
for serious buyers and suppliers to connect.

The value of the programme goes beyond
arranging appointments. Pre-selecting
buyers and matching them with exhibi-
tors based on shared interests helps make
better use of time and encourages more
practical discussions on pricing, volumes,
specifications, distribution, market entry
and future partnerships.

Through this approach, the Hosted Buyers
Programme acts as a direct link between
products and markets, local suppliers and
international companies, and business
opportunities and commercial decisions. It
also reinforces Abu Dhabi’s role as a meet-
ing point for the global food industry, creat-
ing connections that can continue well be-
yond the three days of Global Food Week.




Abu Dhabi Honey Symposium

The Abu Dhabi Honey Symposium is a key
specialised addition to the Global Food
Week 2026. Held in collaboration with
the International Federation of Beekeep-
ers’ Associations, Apimondia, it brings to-
gether experts, researchers, policymakers,
beekeepers and private-sector leaders
to explore the future of beekeeping and

honey production in arid environments.

Held under the theme “Sustainable Bee-
keeping in Arid Environments: Innovative

Solutions and Technologies for Climate

Change Adaptation,” the symposium
highlights the challenges facing the sec-
tor as climate conditions evolve and the
need for technologies and practices that
support healthier bee colonies and more

sustainable production.

The event also highlights the role of bees
in supporting biodiversity and sustaina-
ble agricultural systems, as well as their
economic and food-related importance.
It provides a platform for exchanging

knowledge and expertise among special-

ists from the UAE and around the world,
while showcasing new solutions and in-
novations in beekeeping and honey pro-
duction.

The symposium is part of a dedicated hon-
ey sector that brings together beekeep-
ers, producers, companies, and industry
stakeholders. This creates a practical and
commercial extension of the scientific dis-
cussions, linking knowledge to application,
supporting the competitiveness of local
products, and opening new opportunities

for producers to reach wider markets.
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Honey Tasting Experience CLT O REN FROM
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The honey tasting experience gives Global Food Week visitors PEREEROON / DOVBLE

an opportunity to discover honey products in a more direct and
engaging way, bringing together product discovery, sensory ex-

perience, and interaction with producers.

Tasting adds a practical dimension to the honey sector, allowing

visitors to explore flavour and characteristics that can reflect dif-

Maldives
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ferent production sources and beekeeping practices. It also gives
producers a valuable opportunity to present their products di-
rectly and build closer engagement with visitors and buyers. > FLIGHT FROM DUBAI
The experience complements the dedicated honey exhibition and
symposium, extending the sector beyond scientific discussion and
commercial display into a more interactive format. It helps visitors
discover the product, better understand its value, and engage

with a wider range of local and international honey offerings.
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Global Food Security Summit 2026

From Resilience to Readiness

Partnerships for Impact

Six Key Themes

Towards Greater Readiness
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Abu Dhabi Quality &
] Conformity Council

Evidence the food sector canrely on

M42 and the Abu Dhabi Quality and Conformity Council (ADQCC) are presenting the Central Testing Lab (CTL) to those who
rely on its results: producers, exporters, retailers, and regulators, at Global Food Week 2026, taking place from October 6 to 8.
CTLs brand promise is See Beyond. A test result answers a question about a sample. CTL aims to give businesses the insight
to act on what that result means for their product, market, and compliance.

Accuracy and integrity as the starting point
Food safety decisions rest on accurate, independent results. These two principles shape how CTL works and how it commu-
nicates with customers: clearly, and with the evidence stated plainly. The stand is designed to make that approach visible.

Services organised by the industries CTL tests

CTLs services are grouped by industry: food and beverage, agriculture, water, radiation and honey. The stand follows the
same structure, so visitors can go directly to the area that applies to them. A food manufacturer, a grower and a honey pro-
ducer face different requirements, and each should find a clear explanation of what is tested and why.

A closer look at the laboratory

Visitors can explore CTL on alarge touch-controlled screen, moving through a 360-degree view of the laboratory by industry. It
shows how testingis carried out in each area, and the team on the stand is available to answer questions about scope, process
andrequirements.

From individual results to wider insight

The stand also introduces Asterisk Al, the platform M42 built for CTL and ADQCC. Asterisk is designed to deliver Al-powered
operational efficiency, supply chain tracking, and global benchmarking. For the food sector, this means laboratory data
can be used beyond a single report to follow products through the supply chain and measure performance against global
standards.

A partnership with a shared purpose

ADQCC’s mandate is to ensure quality and conformity in Abu Dhabi. M42 contributes its capabilities in laboratory opera-
tions and data. Together, the two organisations aim to provide the food sector with testing it can trust, explained in terms it
can use.

Sponsoring Global Food Week brings that offer to the people who use it. For businesses, the practical benefit is confidence
in the evidence behind their products and a clearer view of what to do next.

Visit the stand

The CTL stand is in Hall 8, next to the Abu Dhabi Agriculture and Food Safety Authority (ADAFSA) stand. M42 and ADQCC
invite visitors to experience the laboratory, speak with the team, and discuss their testing requirements.

Globalfoodweek.ae a



AgriTech Forum

The AgriTech Forum returns as part of Global Food Week 2026, bringing to-
gether agricultural experts, innovators, policymakers, researchers, and inves-
tors to explore the future of farming through innovation, investment, educa-
tion, and research. Over three days, the forum examines technologies and

solutions that improve productivity, optimise resources, and support a

more efficient and sustainable food system in the UAE.

Day One focuses on agricultural technology, highlighting
next-generation farming solutions, smart technologies,
Al-driven production models, and sustainable agricul-
tural practices. These developments are increasing-
ly helping farmers improve efficiency, manage
resources more effectively, and respond
to changing environmental and pro-

duction conditions.

ADNEC
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FARM
TO FORK

e
Day Two focuses on investment, exploring opportunities to sup-
port promising agricultural projects and expand the adoption of
new technologies. Discussions examine how investment can help
move innovation from concept to practical application, enabling
solutions to scale, reach the market, and create broader impact

across the agricultural sector.

Day Three focuses on academia and research, providing a forum
for researchers and educational institutions to present ideas and
studies that can advance more efficient and resilient agricultural
practices. This three-day structure connects technology, invest-

ment, and research, bringing together the elements needed to

Q
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Water Challenges in Palm Cultival

accelerate agricultural
development.

- The forum also highlights suc-
NV cess stories in agricultural investment
~ and the growing role of young people in
shaping the sector. By fostering dialogue among
farmers, innovators, researchers, and decision-makers,
it creates opportunities to exchange knowledge, explore new
approaches, and build partnerships that support smarter, more sus-

tainable production.

Alongside the forum, 150 award-winning farmers will showcase
their innovations, projects and products to visitors and buyers.
Their participation adds a practical dimension to the programme,
connecting advanced technologies with real-world farming ex-
perience and giving visitors the opportunity to discover locally
produced agricultural goods.

By combining technology, research, investment and practical ex-
pertise, the AgriTech Forum highlights how innovation can sup-
port food security, strengthen local production and contribute to

the long-term sustainability of agriculture in the UAE.
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agriculture has become increasingly urgent. Through its participation in the Global Food Week 2026 in
Abu Dhabi, the Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation (KIDPAI) presents
a vision that recognises the date palm not only as a symbol of cultural heritage but also as a strategic
crop that strengthens food security, enhances climate resilience, and promotes sustainable economic
development.

Since its establishmentin 2007, the Award has become a global platform for excellence, research, innova-
tion, and knowledge exchange in date palm cultivation and production, reflecting the UAE’s commitment
to addressing agricultural challenges through science, innovation, and international cooperation.

This growing international presence would not have been possible without the ongoing support and
patronage extended to the Award. On this occasion, the Award’s General Secretariat extends its sincere
thanks and appreciation to His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE President, “May God
protect him”, for his continued support for the agricultural sector, innovation, and food security. Thanks
is also extended to H.H. Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Vice President, Deputy Prime Minister,
and Chairman of the Presidential Court, for H.H. ongoing support of the Award, H.H. Sheikh Theyab bin
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Chairman of the Presidential Court for Development and Fallen
Heroes’ Affairs, Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Erth Zayed Philanthropies foundation, for H.H.
guidance and support, and to H.E. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance and
Coexistence, Chairman of the Award’s Board of Trustees, for his continued follow-up and support to the
Award’s journey and international programs.

Through its participation in the Global Food Week 2026 and the 12th Abu Dhabi Date Palm Exhibition,
the Award brings together global stakeholders to promote knowledge exchange, innovation, stronger
value chains, and new markets. By recognizing research, technologies, and agricultural solutions and by
fostering international collaborations, the Award translates knowledge into practical impact. From Abu
Dhabi, it connects heritage with innovation and local expertise with global knowledge, supporting food
security, climate resilience, and sustainable agricultural development.

Explore Future Agriliculture
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Global Food Week (GFW) 2026 introduces a
range of additions and updates that broaden the event

and create a more diverse experience, reflecting the expanding
role of specialised food and beverage platforms across trade,
investment, innovation, and consumer engagement. This year’s
developments extend beyond new sectors to include specialised
events, interactive platforms and enhanced experiences that
strengthen the presence of local producers and create wider op-
portunities for entrepreneurs, companies, investors, buyers and
visitors. Together, these additions create a more inclusive envi-
ronment that connects different parts of the food ecosystem and

supports discovery, engagement and new opportunities.

New Sectors

For the first time, the event welcomes a dedicated Animal Feed
Sector, focusing on solutions and innovations in livestock nutrition
and their role in improving production efficiency and sustaina-
bility. The Beverage Sector also joins the event, bringing together
specialised brands, coffee and tea producers, suppliers and in-
novators, alongside an interactive space showcasing products,

flavours and emerging trends.

New Event

The 2026 edition is hosting the inaugural Abu Dhabi Honey Sym-
posium, in collaboration with the International Federation of
Beekeepers’ Associations, Apimondia. The symposium focuses
on sustainable beekeeping in arid environments and innovative
solutions for adapting to climate change, bringing together ex-
perts, researchers, policymakers and private-sector leaders to
support sector development and strengthen the competitiveness

and market access of local products.

Platforms and Experiences
A key addition is ACCESS Abu Dhabi, providing award-winning
Emirati farmers, livestock breeders and beekeepers with a plat

form to showcase their products and experiences to buyers, in
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vestors and the public,
strengthening the visibility of = :
local producers and connecting S =
them directly with the market. ‘

The Shop at the Show experience has also .
been enhanced, expanding direct engagement
between exhibitors and consumers and allowing visi-
tors to purchase products from local and international par-

ticipants while helping brands reach wider audiences.

Returning Programmes
Several major programmes return in 2026, including the second
edition of the Global Food Security Summit, the Abu Dhabi Date
Palm Exhibition and the AgriTech Forum, which continues to focus
on next-generation technologies, Al-driven production models
and sustainable agricultural practices. The Hosted Buyers Pro-
gramme also continues to connect international companies with
local suppliers and create new opportunities for commercial
partnerships.

Wider Horizons

These developments reflect a new stage in the evolution of Glob-
al Food Week, with a wider mix of sectors, experiences and plat-
forms bringing production, trade and innovation closer to market
and consumer needs. This progress helps turn meetings and ide-

as into practical opportunities, strengthens the visibility of local
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products, and opens new pathways for companies and produc-
ers to build partnerships and reach wider markets as the food

and beverage sector continues to evolve.
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8 Sectors

Global Food Week 2026 offers anintegrat-
ed view of the food and beverage eco-
system through eight specialised sectors
covering agricultural production, man-
ufacturing, technology, services, trade,
markets, and consumers. This diversity
reflects a modern food sector shaped not
only by production but also by technology,
logistics, investment, marketing, and mar-
ket access. Together, these sectors enable
exhibitors and visitors to explore different
parts of the food value chain and build
connections among producers and buy-
ers, innovators and investors, and brands

and consumers.

Honey

This sector brings together beekeepers,
honey producers, experts, and special-
ised companies from the UAE and abroad,
along with products, solutions, and inno-
vations related to beekeeping and honey
production. It also coincides with the Abu
Dhabi Honey Symposium, held in collab-
oration with Apimondia, adding a scien-
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tific and knowledge-based dimension to
the commercial activity. Sessions address
sustainable production, modern technol-
ogies, arid environments, climate change,
and the role of bees in supporting biodi-

versity and sustainable agriculture.

Dates

The 12th edition of the Abu Dhabi Date
Palm Exhibition brings together farmers,
producers, traders, and specialists, high-
lighting products tied to one of the UAE’s
most important agricultural traditions.
Participation extends beyond traditional
dates to include value-added products
and solutions across processing, pack-
aging, storage, and marketing. The sector
also creates opportunities to connect pro-
ducers with buyers and distributors and to

explore new markets.

Beverages
For the first time, Global Food Week brings
together beverage brands, coffee and tea

producers, equipment suppliers, and in-

dustry innovators. It features an interactive
space to discover new products, emerging
brands, flavours, and market trends. Partic-
ipation also helps producers and suppliers
connect with buyers and distributors and

better understand market demand.

Agritech & Farmers

The sector brings together smart farm-
ing technologies, sustainability solutions,
resource management, and production
efficiency alongside the practical expe-
rience of farmers and their products. This
combination fosters knowledge exchange
between technology providers and users
and gives farmers access to tools that can
improve efficiency, reduce resource con-
sumption, and enhance product quality.
It also offers space for fresh agricultural
products and direct engagement with vis-

itors and buyers.

Animal Feed
Appearing for the first time in 2026, the
sector highlights developments in animal
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nutrition and solutions to improve efficien-
cy, quality and sustainability in livestock
production. Feed is a key part of the food
chain because of its direct impact on an-
imal health, product quality and produc-
tion efficiency. Companies and specialists
can also showcase new technologies, ex-
change expertise and build commercial

relationships.

SMEs & Local F&B

Start-ups and local brands can present
their products directly to visitors, consum-
ers and traders, helping them strengthen
market presence and receive immediate
feedback. The sector also gives business-
es opportunities to test markets, connect
with buyers and distributors, and intro-

duce local food and beverage products
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to a wider audience. For many entrepre-
neurs, the platform can become a gate-

way to growth and expansion.

Leaders & Enablers

This sector brings together government
and regulatory entities, food and beverage
companies, and organisations supporting
food value chains. It provides a platform
for dialogue, knowledge exchange and
partnership-building between the organ-
isations helping shape the sector, while
supporting the growth and efficiency of

the wider food ecosystem.

International F&B
Global brands, international food and bev-
erage companies, and national pavilions

gather in this sector to explore trade, part-

nership, distribution, and supply opportuni-
ties. It also helps companies assess the UAE
and regional markets and connect with
potential buyers and partners. For visitors,
the diversity of international participation
provides access to products, markets, and

food cultures from around the world.

An Integrated Ecosystem

Bringing these sectors together under
one roof helps participants view the food
value chain as a connected whole and
explore opportunities across production,
technology, trade, and markets. This di-
versity strengthens Global Food Week’s
role as a platform that links local and in-
ternational expertise, supports new part-
nerships, and creates more sustainable

opportunities for growth.



H.E. Dr. Tariq Ahmed Al Ameri

Acting Director General
Abu Dhabi Agriculture and Food Safety Authority (ADAFSA)

Global Food Week and the Global Food Security Summit constitute an international platform that brings
togetherleaders, policymakers, experts, investors, and innovators to pursue a shared objective: develop-
ing a more secure and sustainable global food system. Abu Dhabi’s hosting of the summit for the second
consecutive edition reflects growing international confidence in the UAE’s and Abu Dhabi’s capacity to
lead efforts to develop food systems that address complex global challenges.

Global Food Week also reflects Abu Dhabi’s strategic vision to establish a sustainable, innovation-driven
food ecosystem, strengthen supply chainresilience, and enhance the international competitiveness of the
food and beverage sector. Within this framework, the Abu Dhabi Agriculture and Food Safety Authority
(ADAFSA) continues to serve as a strategic partner in advancing agricultural development and food pro-
duction, supporting local farmers, and expanding cooperation with international institutions and partners.

In the context of rapid global transformations, including climate change, supply chain disruptions, and
economic pressures, strengthening international cooperation and increasing investment in innovation
and agrifood technology have become urgent priorities.

We maintain that the success of international efforts to achieve food security depends not solely on
commitments but on translating dialogue into practical measures, effective partnerships, and measurable
outcomes that benefit both present and future generations.

Through the Global Food Security Summit, Abu Dhabi aims to help establish a global framework for antic-
ipating crises and responding efficiently. It promotes data-driven policymaking, sustainable food produc-
tion, resilient supply chains, and collaboration among governments, international institutions, businesses,
and academia to accelerate the development of lasting solutions.

This year’s edition is especially significant because it established the International Alliance for the Global
Food Security Summit. The Alliance will strengthen cooperation, coordinate international efforts, and
provide a permanent platform for experts, policymakers, and partners to share knowledge, accelerate
innovation, and launch programmes that build global food systems and resilience to future challenges.

The high-level participation in this year’s summit, including ministers, government officials, experts, and
representatives of international organisations, demonstrates the growing international recognition of
collaborative action as essential to addressing food security challenges.

We are confident that the discussions, initiatives, and partnerships developed during the summit will mark
another step toward establishing a global food system that is more efficient, sustainable, and inclusive.
Welcome to Abu Dhabi. We look forward to a productive week of innovative ideas, strong partnerships, and
practical outcomes that advance global food security and a sustainable future for generations to come.
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H.E. Humaid Matar Al Dhaheri
Group CEO of ADNEC Group

Welcome to the largest edition of Global Food Week taking place at ADNEC Centre Abu Dhabi from 6
to 8 October 2026. This event is held under the patronage of His Highness Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Vice President, Deputy Prime Minister, Chairman of the Presidential Court, and Chairman of the
Board of Directors of the Abu Dhabi Agriculture and Food Safety Authority (ADAFSA).

Global Food Week 2026 is being held under the theme “Global Partnerships for a Resilient Food Future”
and is organised by ADNEC Group, a Modon company, in strategic partnership with ADAFSA. The event
continues to advance Abu Dhabi’s position as a global platform for addressing critical issues such as food
security, sustainable food systems and resilient supply chains.

This edition marks the largest in the event’s history, bringing together 2,580 exhibitors and brands from 92
countries across approximately 42,000 square metres of exhibition space. The event has achieved strong
year-on-year growth, with exhibition space increasing by 25%, exhibitor and brand participation by 18%,
and the number of participating countries by 23%, reflecting Abu Dhabi’s growing role as a centre for food
trade, investment and innovation.

The event has also attracted many first-time participants, alongside experts and speakers from 30 coun-
tries, highlighting the growing international stature of Global Food Week andiits role in bringing together
stakeholders from across the food ecosystem to collaborate, exchange knowledge and create new
opportunities.

This edition features the second Global Food Security Summit (GFSS), which brings together governments,
multilateral institutions and private sector leaders to develop practical solutions to global food insecurity.
A strong focus on preparedness, resilience and innovation runs throughout the programme.

With its new business-to-consumer model, Global Food Week serves as a powerful commercial platform
that drives visibility, trade opportunities, investment connections and cross-border growth. Through an
enhanced hosted buyer programme, the event facilitates structured meetings between buyers and suppli-
ers, helping businesses secure procurement contracts, distribution agreements, market-entry partnerships
and investment opportunities.

Global Food Week also provides SMEs, start-ups and entrepreneurs with access to investors, funding op-
portunities and the market exposure needed to scale innovative solutions that address real industry needs.
Local farmers and producers will share their stories throughout the week, connecting audiences with the
people, heritage and traditions that underpin the UAE’s food ecosystem. Global Food Week 2026 further
strengthens ADNEC Group’s role as aleading organiser of world-class events that foster economic growth,
industry collaboration and sustainable food systems.

We look forward to welcoming thousands of visitors, investors, researchers and entrepreneurs from around
the world, and to the partnerships and outcomes that this week will generate in support of a more resilient
global food future.
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Under the Patronage of Mansour bin Zayed

Held under the patronage of His Highness Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Vice

President, Deputy Prime Minister, Chairman of the Presidential Court and Chairman of
the Board of Directors of the Abu Dhabi Agriculture and Food Safety Authority (ADAFSA),
the largest edition in the history of Global Food Week opens today at ADNEC Centre Abu

Dhabi and runs until October 8,2026. Organised by ADNEC Group, a Modon company, in

strategic partnership with ADAFSA, the three-day event brings together exhibitors, buy-

ers, investors, policymakers and industry leaders from around the world across a global

platform connecting trade, investment, innovation and food security.

Record International Participation

The 2026 edition records strong growth
across key indicators. The event space
reaches approximately 42,000 square
metres, up 25% from 2025, while the num-
ber of exhibitors and brands rises 18%
year-on-year to 2,580. Participation has
expanded to 92 countries, 23% higher than
the previous edition, including 26 new
countries, reflecting the events growing
international reach.

This growth gives participants greater
scope to showcase products, technolo-
gies and solutions, reach new markets, and
respond to rapid changes across markets
and supply chains. It also broadens the
range of conversations and strengthens
opportunities for cross-border collabora-

tion across the food ecosystem.

8 Sectors, One Integrated Ecosystem
Global Food Week spans eight sectors
covering the food value chain, from local
farmers and producers to international
companies and brands, creating an inte-
grated environment for networking, part-
nerships and new opportunities. National
exhibitors account for 67% of participants,
compared with 33% international partici-
pation, while SMEs represent 22% of exhib-
iting companies, highlighting the presence
of emerging businesses alongside major
companies and global brands.

This diversity connects different levels of
business within one platform, from local
producers seeking market access to inter-
national companies exploring expansion
and distribution, supported by technology

and service providers, buyers and investors.
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From Resilience to Readiness
Alongside the exhibition, the second edi-
tion of the Global Food Security Summit
(GFSS) begins today, convening govern-
ments, multilateral institutions, and pri-
vate-sector leaders to discuss food se-
curity challenges. This year’s programme
focuses on moving food systems from re-
silience to readiness for future disruptions.
Speakers from 30 countries will share per-
spectives on emerging challenges, inno-
vative technologies, investment opportu-
nities, and policy frameworks that support

long-term food security.

The theme reflects the growing links
among food-system readiness, produc-
tion, technology, trade, investment, and
supply chains, reinforcing the value of
convening key stakeholders for dialogue

and partnerships.

Consumers at the Heart of the Experience
The 2026 edition brings business, trade, and
consumer engagement closer together
through a model that enables the public to
connect directly with producers, discover
products, and purchase them at the event.
This gives local and international brands
opportunities to reach new customers, in-
crease visibility, gain consumer insights,

and engage with distributors and buyers.

The edition also features ACCESS Abu Dha-
bi, where more than 150 award-winning
Emirati farmers, livestock breeders, and
beekeepers will showcase their products
and experiences to buyers, investors, and
the public, strengthening the presence of
local producers and linking them directly

with the market.

Specialised Programmes and Business
Opportunities

Global Food Week hosts specialised
events, including the inaugural Abu Dha-
bi Honey Symposium, held in partnership
with the International Federation of Bee-
keepers’ Associations and Apimondia,
and the returning AgriTech Forum, which
explores next-generation farming tech-
nologies, Al-driven production models,
and sustainable agricultural practices. In
addition, 150 award-winning farmers will
showcase their innovations, projects, and
products, giving visitors opportunities to
discover and purchase locally produced

agricultural goods.

The Hosted Buyers Programme continues
to connect international companies with
local suppliers and support new partner-
ships, building on the 2025 edition, which
recorded 58 agreements worth AED 6.6
billion. Participating international organ-
isations include the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
as a key partner and the World Organ-
isation for Animal Health, strengthening
engagement in food security, food safety,

and sustainable livestock production.

As the first day gets underway, Global
Food Week 2026 offers an integrated in-
ternational platform that connects trade,
investment, innovation, policy, and direct
consumer engagement. It links produc-
ers with buyers, innovators with investors,
and local expertise with global markets,
further strengthening Abu Dhabi’s position
as a centre for dialogue and partnerships

shaping the future of food.
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The Future of Food Security

Preparing for the future means preserving resources and systems for future generations. His Highness
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the UAE, supports agriculture and food security,
reflecting the leadership’s commitment to a system vital to human well-being. Abu Dhabi advances this
commitment through smart agriculture investments and partnerships that strengthen its ability to meet
domestic needs and contribute to global solutions. As a development issue, food security depends on

knowledge, innovation, and responsible resource management.

Global Food Week is launched today under the patronage of His Highness Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, Vice President, Deputy Prime Minister, Chairman of the Presidential Court, and Chairman of
the Board of Directors of the Abu Dhabi Agriculture and Food Safety Authority (ADAFSA). This patronage
reflects a national strategy that integrates agricultural production with research and investment, while

promoting international cooperation to secure a sustainable future.

The second edition of the Global Food Security Summit addresses a key question: How can societies
move from crisis response to proactive preparedness? Response follows a problem; preparedness iden-
tifies vulnerabilities early, diversifies supply sources, builds productive capacity, and provides reliable
information for decisions. As climate pressures and water scarcity increase, agricultural development
depends on efficient resource use. Thus, investment must weigh environmental impacts on land and
natural resources alongside economic returns. In this context, the participation of Emirati farmers is of

particular significance.

More than 150 award-winning farmers, livestock breeders, and beekeepers share practical, field-based
expertise. Their knowledge of crop needs, water use, product quality, and commercial success helps
align development with farmers’ requirements through direct engagement with buyers and investors.
The AgriTech Forum, Abu Dhabi Honey Symposium, and Abu Dhabi Date Palm Exhibition turn this exper-
tise into practical applications that improve efficiency and sustainable production, strengthening Abu
Dhabi’s international standing in the food sector. ADNEC Group’s expertise, combined with its strategic
partnership with the Abu Dhabi Agriculture and Food Safety Authority, links specialised dialogue to

commercial and investment opportunities.

As the event opens today, the work that will define its long-term value begins: turning partnerships into

practical initiatives, helping farmers boost productivity, and developing ways to conserve water and

prevent food waste. These results show the value of institutional sponsorship and effective organisation.

Ultimately, these meetings matter through theirimpact on people’s lives: food security means confidence

in having enough food today and assurance it will remain available tomorrow.
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